[bookmark: _Hlk41051552]4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 21st, 2025

Pastor: Fr. John Miranda 479-473-2010
Rectory address: 108 E. Main, P.O. Box 87, Scranton, AR - 72863
Bulletin Info- 3parishes@gmail.com by 1pm Thursday
Confessions: Before Saturday and Sunday Masses
MASSES AND INTENTIONS
	Mon
	12/22
	7.00am
	St. Ignatius        
	RIP Joye Byrd by Charles Digiacomo

	Tues
	12/23
	7.00am
	Sts. Peter/Paul
	RIP Mike Frederick by Paula Frederick

	Wed
	12/24
	5.30pm
	St. Ignatius        
	RIP Allan Koenigseder by Wanda Koenigseder

	Wed
	12/24
	9.00pm
	Sts. Peter/Paul 
	RIP Deceased Members of Charles Weisenfels Family

	Thurs
	12/25
	9.00am
	St. Meinrad
	RIP Mark Fox by Hermina Fox

	Fri
	12/26
	7.00am
	St. Meinrad
	NO MASS

	Sat
	12/27
	4.00pm
	St. Peter/Paul
	RIP Tony Geels by David & Diane Tencleve

	Sat
	12/27
	5.30pm
	St. Meinrad 
	RIP Edmund Koerdt by Trinity & Jennifer West

	Sun
	12/28
	8:00am
	St. Peter/Paul
	Parishioners by Fr. John

	Sun
	12/28
	9.30am
	St. Ignatius
	RIP Kimberly Gilbert by Mark Siebenmorgen



BIRTHDAYS: 12/22 Trinity Fox, Addie Layes, 12/23 Isaac Bean, Lily Bean, Ethan Bean, 	12/24 Marshall Womack, Ruby Koch, 12/27	Ryan Lensing.
ANNIVERSARY: 12/28 Danny & Margie Spillers.

	
	Last Sunday’s Collection
	Second Collection

	St. Ignatius
	$ 972.00
	$

	Sts. Peter & Paul    
	$ 1192.00
	$

	St. Meinrad
	$ 817.00
	$


                                                  
	DATE
	LECTOR
	USHERS
	EMHC

	12/27
	Christy Hatcher
	Jerry Koerdt & Aaron Oldham
	Karen & John Schluterman & Mary Snow

	12/27
	Maribel Rogers
	
	Monty K. & Fred Schlt.

	12/28
	
	
	

	12/28
	Susan Johnson
SERVERS
GIFTS
	Children’s Mass
Children’s Mass
Children’s Mass
	Mike Johnson, Terry & Katrina Willems




	12/24
5.30pm
	Amanda Brewer
SERVERS
GIFTS
	Chuck Bauer, Julio Rodrigue
Stella Koch, Kinlee Willems
Julio Rodriguez Family
	Patti Wewers, Amanda Bean, Joan Johnson


	12/24 
9.00pm
	Brian Wiesenfels
	Randy Siebenmorgen, Dave Spicer
	Kristie Irwin, Christy Hatcher, Alice Hughes

	12/25
9.00am
	Ruby Koch
	
	Joe Koch & Hermina Fox


Was Jesus born on December 25th? Answer: NO. Many Fathers of the Church thought that Jesus was born on January 4th,4 BC, before the death of King Herod the Great. Some Bible scholars fix Jesus’ birth in the month of September during the Feast of the Tabernacles when people travelled and when the sheep were in the field at night. December 25th was fixed by Pope Julius in A.D. 353 as a part of baptizing or Christianizing pagan feasts so that the converted pagans might celebrate the birthday of Jesus on Dec 25th instead of celebrating the birthday the Sun-god during winter solstice, while converted Roman soldiers might celebrate Christmas instead the birthday of Mithras, the Roman god-of-virility (Deus Solus Invictus). The Romans called their winter holiday Saturnalia, honoring the god of agriculture, Saturn. Later the Kalends of January were observed to celebrate the triumph of life over death. The entire season was called Dies Natalis Invicti Solis, the Birthday of the Unconquered Sun (or Saturnalia). It was Emperor Julianus who declared Christmas as a national holiday in the 6th century. Most of the present-day Christmas features like the Christmas carols and gifts, Christmas tree and Christmas lights are also remnants of the pagan celebrations. (It was St. Francis of Assisi who first introduced the manger or Christmas crib in the 13th century).
